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Can Psalms save us?  
The Penultimate Psalm  
– Psalm 149 

 
 

Psalm 149 
 

(1) Hallelujah!  

        Sing to the Lord a new song,  

        His praise in the assembly of the devoted. 

 

(2)  Let Israel rejoice in its Maker;  

        Zion’s sons exult in their King. 

(3)  Let them praise His name in dance,  

        with timbrel and harp sing praises to Him. 

(4)  For the Lord delights in his people;  

         He adorns the humble with salvation. 

 

(5)  Let the devoted revel in glory;  

          sing for joy on their beds. 

(6)  Exultations of God in their throat,  

          and a double-edged sword in their hand; 

(7)  To exact vengeance on the nations, 

          punishment on the peoples; 

(8)  To bind their kings in fetters,  

          and their glorious ones in iron chains, 

(9)  To exact from them justice as written –   

          It is grandeur for all His devoted ones.  

          Hallelujah!  

 

 

 תהלים קלז 

   הּק  הַלְלוּ (א)
ירוּ   ירּה'לּ ּשִׁ ּּּחָדָשּּשִׁ
לָתוּּ ּּּּּּּּ הִׁ לב  ּתְּ ה  יםחֲס  ּקְּ ּ:ּיד 

 
חּּּ(ב) מ  ש ְּ אֵליִׁ ר  ש ְ יוּּבְ ּּי  ּע ש ָ

יּוֹןּּבְנֵיּּּּּּּּּ ילוּּצ  םבְ יָגִׁ ּ:ּמַלְכ 
מוּּּיְהַלְלוּּּ(ג) ּמָחולּּבְ שְּ

רובְ ּּּּּּּּּ מְּ ז  נּורּיְּ כִׁ ּלו:ּּת ףּוְּ
יּּ(ד) מוּּבְ ּה'רוצֶהּּּכִׁ ּע 

יםּּּּּּּּּּ פָאֵרּעֲנָוִׁ ּישועָה:ּב  יְּ

 
זוּּּ(ה) לְּ יםי עְּ יד  בוֹדבְ ּחֲס  ּּכ 

לּּּּּּּּּ נוּע  נְּּ ר  בותָם:ּּיְּ כְּ שְּ ּמִׁ
מותּּּ(ו) רונָםּּב  ּּלקֵ רומְּ ּגְּ

יּותּּּּּּּּּ יפִׁ חֶרֶבּפִׁ ּיָדָם:ּבְ וְּ
קָמָהּּּלַעֲשוֹ תּּ(ז) ּּּגּויִׁםבַ נְּ

ים:ּּ בַלתוכֵח תּּּּּּּּּ ּאֻמִׁ
יםּבְ ּמַלְכֵיהֶםּלֶאְס רּּ(ח) קִׁ ּזִׁ

כְבְדֵיהֶם ּּּּּּּּ זֶל:ּבְ ּוְנ  רְּ לֵיּב  בְּ ּכ 
פָטּכָתובּּב  ּלַעֲשוֹ תּּ(ט) שְּ ּהֶםּמִׁ

כָלּּּּּּּּּ יוּהָדָרּהואּלְּ יד   ּחֲס 
ּ:ּהּק  הַלְלוּ        

 

There seems to be a three-part structure: 

   (i)     v.1 Introduction: a new song 

   (ii)    v.2-4 Israel praise God and God delights in them  

   (iii)   v.5-9 The devoted praise God too but, strangely, this leads to mighty acts of retribution 
 

• Bookended by Hallelujah, as are all the last five psalms of the book; similar wording also in v.3 

• Particularistic language in the second section: Israel and Zion’s sons 

• Triple used of devoted, unique to this psalm, signals the three sections 

• God appears in each section (v.1,4,6) 

• A kingly contrast:   v.2  Zion’s sons exult in their King 
  v.8  To bind their kings in fetters 

• And a related glorious contrast too:    v.5 Let the devoted revel in glory 
       v.8 and their glorious ones in iron chains 

• Note contrast of “He adorns the humble” (v.4) with “Let the devoted revel in glory” (v.5)  

• 15 times repeated use of Hebrew letter bet to frame words (1,2,2,3,3,4,4,5,6,6,7,7,8,8,9) 

• Last three verses begin with forceful infinitives:  To exact… to bind… to exact 
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Psalm 148 
1. Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the 
heights . 2. Praise  Him,  all  His  angels,  praise  Him,  all  His  hosts . 
3. Praise   Him,   sun   and   moon,   praise   Him,  all   shining   stars.   
4. Praise Him, highest heavens, and the waters above the 
heavens. 5. Let them praise the name of the Lord, for He 
commanded and they were created. 6. He established them for 
ever and all time, issuing a decree that will never change.  7. Praise 
the Lord from the earth: sea monsters and all the deep seas; 8. 
Fire and hail, snow and mist, storm winds that obey His word; 9. 
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars ; 10. Wild animals 
and all cattle, creeping things and winged birds ; 11. Kings of the 
earth  and  all nations, princes   and all judges of the earth ; 12. 
Youths and maidens, old and young; 13. Let them praise the name 
of the Lord; for His name alone is sublime; His majesty is above 
earth and heaven. 14. He has raised the pride of His people, for 
the glory of all His devoted ones, for the children of Israel, the 
people close to Him. Hallelujah! 

ּּא ןּּּה'ּּאֶתּּהַלְלוּּּהּק  הַלְלוּּ םּּמִׁ יִׁ שָמ  ּּה 
ּהַלְלוּהוּ יםּ רומִׁ מְּ ּב  ּב:ּ ּהַלְלוּהוּּ ּּכָלּ
אָכָיוּ לְּ בָאָוּּכָלּּּהַלְלוּהוּּּמ  ּּג:ּּצְּ ּהַלְלוּהוּּּ
יָרֵחּ ּּ שֶמֶש בֵי ּּכָל ּּהַלְלוּהוּ ּּוְּ :ּאורּּ כוכְּ

ּּד םּאֲשֶרּּּּוּהוּהַלְלּּ יִׁ מ  ה  םּוְּ שָמָיִׁ מֵיּה  שְּ
ּּ ם:ּהּ שָמָיִׁ לּה  יּּּה'שֵםּּּּאֶתּּיְהַלְלוּמֵע  כִׁ

דּ לָע  ידֵםּ עֲמִׁ יּ  ו  וּ רָאו:ּ בְּ נִׁ וְּ וָהּ צִׁ הואּ
עולָםּחָק ל אּי עֲבור:ּזּּּּלְּ ןּוְּ ּּאֶתּּהַלְלוּנָת 

ן ּּה' יםּּ הָאָרֶץּּ ּּמִׁ ינִׁ נִּׁ כָל ת  ה מות:ּחּּּּ ּּוְּ תְּ
הּּאֵשּובָרָדּּ עָרָהּע ש ָ ּסְּ יטורּרוח  קִׁ שֶלֶגּוְּ

כָל וְּ יםּ הֶהָרִׁ ּ ּ טּ בָרו:ּ יּּּּדְּ רִׁ פְּ עֵץּ בָעותּ גְּּ
כָל כָלּּּוְּ יָּהּוְּ ח  ים:ּיּּה  ּּּּאֲרָזִׁ הֵמָהּרֶמֶש  בְּ

פורּכָנָף:ּיא צִׁ כֵיּּוְּ לְּ כָלּּמ  יםּּאֶרֶץּוְּ אֻמִׁ ּּלְּ
כָל יםּוְּ רִׁ טֵי ש ָ םּ ש פְּ ג  יםּוְּ חורִׁ ּּאָרֶץ:ּיבּּב 

קֵנִּׁ זְּ תולותּ םבְּ עִׁ יגּּּּיםּ ים:ּ עָרִׁ ּּיְהַלְלוּנְּ
יּּה'שֵםּּּּאֶת מוּּכִׁ גָּבּשְּ ש ְּ ל נִׁ דּוּהודוּע  ב   לְּ

לָהּּ הִׁ מוּתְּ ע  יָּרֶםּקֶרֶןּלְּ ּּו  יּד ם: שָמָיִׁ וְּּ אֶרֶץ
כָל יוּּלְּ יד  אֵלּּחֲס  ר  ש ְ י  בְנֵי  םּּל  ר בוּּּּע  קְּ

הּ  :הַלְלוּק 

 
Commentary of Hirsch to Psalm 149 [19th cent.] 
Psalm 148 (the previous Psalm) sang of that time 
when all of God’s creatures, without exception, will 
render God homage. At that time Israel will reach 
the goal of its mission at last, and it will rise again in 
its ancient splendour. Then all the others 
throughout the earth who have dedicated 
themselves to God with devotion will also receive 
the recognition that is justly theirs, and they will join 
Israel, the nation that has been close to God from 
the very beginning. 
       Psalm 149 has the same theme, but dwells upon 
it in greater detail. It calls upon us to sing shir 
chadash, the song of the new future day (c.f. Ps. 
33:3), when not only the Jews, but also all the 
others who will then come near to God with 
devotion, will form one great assembly bikhal 
chasidim (‘assembly of the devoted’) and God’s 
greatness as revealed in God’s mighty acts will be 
proclaimed in their midst. Of course, it is Israel in 
particular that will have cause to rejoice and to give 
unrestrained expression to its gladness (v.2-4), but 
this cannot come to pass without the execution of 
the Divine judgment of rulers and nations which had 
been announced long ago (v.7-9).  
    However, that exultation will not be restricted to 
Jews alone (v.5-6). The chasidim (‘devoted’) of all 
the nations, all those, regardless of nationality, who 
have recognised God before and have quietly 
dedicated themselves to God, and even all those 
who will come to know and worship God only then, 
will have reason to rejoice together with Israel. For 
together with Israel, they, too, will come to honour. 
Through their sincere homage to God they will be 
protected from the hostility of men as from adverse 

implication in the approaching Divine judgment. 
Indeed, this Divine judgment will award to their 
pure endeavours that recognition which had been 
denied them on earth until now… 
    Even as Israel in particular has cause for rejoicing 
(v.2-4), so, too, the chasidim among all the other 
nations of the earth will have reason to exult in 
honour, or in the honour that will come to them 
now (v.5-6). For now, even as Psalm 147:10-11 has 
taught us, Israel’s return to its ancient splendour 
will clearly prove that the true greatness of men and 
nations does not lie in political tyranny and power 
which men have always worshiped, but that man’s 
genuine salvation, which is God’s alone to give, can 
be built only upon loyalty to duty, founded upon 
trust in the Lord. Because this truth had not been 
generally accepted as such before, the chasidim of 
the non-Jewish nations also did not receive the 
recognition justly due them from their fellow-men… 
    Before unreserved homage to the Lord will be 
paid throughout the earth, satisfaction must first be 
exacted from the nations for the crimes which they 
have committed against other nations, and states 
must be chastised for the sins of which they have 
been guilty against individuals (v.7-9). First the kings 
of the nations and the rulers of the people must be 
made to desist from putting their power and 
position to unlawful use, and the judgment which 
has so often been heralded in the Sacred Scriptures 
must be executed upon them.  
    hadar hu, “it is grandeur” (v.9) – This Divine 
judgment itself constitutes honour and recognition 
for all those among mankind who with loving 
devotion commit all their lives and endeavours to 
the Lord alone.  

 


